





Historical Knowledge

' We will also look at how
historians work, and how
we feel confident about
what we know, how we
carefully speculate about
what we aren’t sure of and
how we admit what we
don’t know, and why we
may never know it.
















(Patos Bt

LSSy




How do we “Do Gender”
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Universal Religions

Universal Religions are said to be prmssess
true in all times and places, for §
all people

Single founder, usually male
Sacred Text, usually written
Usually monotheistic

Often associated with empires
because they

can break down local
distinctions, and create a
much larger community of
Interests




Syncretism

All Universal religions grow out of
particularistic local pools of belief

In addition, order to be comprehensible in
other times and places, languages etc,
most successful universal religions are
flexible and become significantly modified
when moving outside their area of origin.



Christmas

When Christianity
took hold in Europe,
the festival
celebrating Jesus’
birth was placed near
the Winter Solstice to
coincide with
important festivals
already in place in
Europe.




Christmas

Such festivals included , including those which
talk about the birth of the sun after longest
night of the year, Yule logs, St. Nick, lighting
candles and celebrating evergreens were already
prominent features of the celebration of the
winter solstice in Europe.
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Lets Turn Our
Attention to
Buddhism




The Spread of Buddhism, f,c
500s B.C. — A.D. 600s .a*
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PROLIFERATION OF BUDDHISM

4th centuryG.E
“"-----'

JAPAN
&th century C.

. Main Branches
. of Buddhism

| [ Mahayana
- [ Theravada

| I Birthplace of
| Buddhism

, | —— silk Road
o g ' : Source: P. B. Clarke/
SRI LANKA : Atlas of World Religons
3rd century B.C.E. L
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East Asia
The Ohardes W, Wason Colection

Southeast Asaa

The 2ot M. Echols Colecton
| The South Asia Collection

= Spread of Buddhism

~400 B.C. - 600 AD
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Linguistic Translation
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The Miaoshan Story

The story that Yu Chun-fang says is
the crucial turning point in the full
feminization of Guanyin in China is
that of Miaoshan, the third daughter
of a King. Princess Miaoshan was
devoted to Buddhism, refused to
marry, was punished by her father in
various ways, but then when her
father was ill, she sacrificed her eyes
and arms to make medicine, which
cured him.
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If we suspect that syncretism was at work in
Northwest China and that this explains Guanyin’s
gender transformation, then we might also suspect
that seeing Avalokitesvara as feminine may have
been a way to resist some of the challenges faced
by matriarchal elements in the area due to the
increasing strength of Confucian Han patriarchy.
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