
 

Welcome Medical 

Assistant Students! 

 • Orientation to the Library  
 

• Research Demonstration 
 

• Library Card Application 
– You need a card to access databases from home 
 

• Network Account 
– You need this to use Cabrillo computers or Wi-Fi on campus 

 
 Inter-Library Loan and UCSC borrowing privileges 

 
Pam Sanborn and Lori Chavez        with Eve Hinkley September 25, 2012 

  
 
 
 



Library Home Page 

http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/library/ 

Click on LIBRARY icon at the bottom of any Cabrillo College page 

http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/library/
http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/library/


Find this lesson on the internet 
Library Homepage  

http://www.cabrillo.edu/services/library/  

 

Instruction > Course-Related Instruction >  

Medical Assisting MA  then: 

•Bookmark this page. 

• Open Word document  for taking notes and gathering 
resources.  

•Type your name and save to Desktop. 

•Open PowerPoint if you want to copy images. 

•Email articles, documents, PowerPoint to yourself. 

 



Evaluation of Sources 

 
• Content 

 
• Credibility 

 
• Timeliness 

 

• Relevant to topic 
• Focused information 
• College level 

 
• University Press books 
• Peer-Reviewed Journal article 
• Suggested readings at end of 

textbook chapters 
• Scholarly web sites from 

domains .edu .gov .org 
 

• Should be recently published 
in health/medicine 

• 2008+ 



Remember: Cite 
Your Sources! 
Even images 

Use APA Style Citations. 
Many sources provide 
citations, but YOU must be 
responsible for uniformity. 



LibGuides: Medical Assistant & MA 70 

• Library Homepage 

• Find > Research 
Guides by Subject 

 

• Browse All Guides 

• Click “M” 

• Choose the LibGuide 



• Articles & Databases 

• Background information 
& encyclopedias 

• CREDO Database 

• Search: 

 Body Systems 

• Search: your group’s 
body system, e.g. 

 Circulatory system 

 

 



CREDO Reference for 
Background information  

 • Body Systems to Cells. (2009). In 
The Human Body Book: An 
Illustrated Guide to Its Structure, 
Function and Disorders. Retrieved 
from http://0-
www.credoreference.com.library.
cabrillo.edu/entry/dkbody/body_
systems_to_cells 

http://0-www.credoreference.com.library.cabrillo.edu/entry/dkbody/body_systems_to_cells


CRED0 searches online Reference Books 
Excellent source for images. Remember to cite. 



CREDO image 
 Copy from 
source: 
Right Click on 
image, then 
choose “Copy” 
 
On a slide:  
Right Click and 
choose 
“Paste” 



Find Books using the  

Library Online Catalog  

If the book is a print source, you'll be told its:  

 

• STATUS Is it available and on the shelves, or checked out? 

• LOCATION e.g., Main Stacks, Reference, Reserve 

• CALL NUMBER The number on the spine of the book that shows 
where it is shelved, as well as the subject area. 

• No call number information?  

• You have accessed an electronic book. E- books are the same 
content as print books. Read them 24/7 online. 

• You need to use your library card number to read them. 

Library Homepage > Find > Books, Videos and more 



Catalog Search: Print Book 



Catalog Search: “Body Systems” 
first 2 results are e-books 

Click on link. Then click Full Text link in the Database. 

Click THIS link to 
access the book. 



Catalog Search: E-Books 



Developing Keywords  
for Periodical Search 

• Primary structures & 
functions of system 

• Common diseases 

• Common procedures 
related to the system. 

 

From text: 

• Medical Terminology 
Simplified, 4th ed. Pages 
122-23. 

• OSA (obstructive sleep 
apnea) 

• Airway obstruction, 
patients stop breathing 
multiple times each night. 

• Results in sleep 
deprivation, fatigue 

• Condition most 
commonly in middle-
aged, obese men who 
snore excessively. 



Find Periodical Articles  

Health and Medicine Databases 
 
Academic Search Premier- Full text for nearly 4,700 primarily scholarly 
publications, and indexing for an additional 4,000 titles. 
 
Alt HealthWatch - Contains full text for 180 publications and many other sources 
covering non-traditional and alternative medicine topics.  
 
CINAHL PLUS with Full text –Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health 
Literature 
Provides indexing for over 3000 journals in nursing and allied health, plus full text 
for over 300 journals. 
 
Health Source Nursing/Academic - Provides nearly 550 scholarly full text journals 
focusing on many medical disciplines, and includes the Clinical Pharmacology 
database.  
 
Medline - Provides abstracts from over 4,800 current biomedical journals, 
including citations from Index Medicus, Index to Dental Literature, and more. 



CINAHL search and result list 



Database: Academic Search Complete 

• Here is a search for articles 
about culture and childbirth.  

 

• Using the asterisk ( * ) after 
the letters cultur* means that 
the search will retrieve words 
beginning with those letters, 
i.e., culture and cultures and 
cultural.  

 

• Notice that the search is 
limited to full text articles and 
articles in scholarly peer-
reviewed journals.  

Academic Search Complete  
search tips 



Evaluation:  
Web Sites 

• Does the site link to other 
credible sources? 

• Have cited references? 
• Are the author’s credentials 

listed? 
• Mission statement/”about us” 

link for the organization? 
• Published by reputable 

organization’s web site? 
• Biased? One point of view? 
• Personal/monetary gain? 
• Commercial ads? 
• Poor spelling or grammar? 
• Current? Check for updates or 

copyright date (usually at 
bottom of page) 
 

If  you have an article published in 
a peer-reviewed online journal, 
you’re good to go. 

 

However… 

No content, nor publication 
standards on the web. 

Anyone can publish, and 
DOES! 

 

Remember your questions about 

Content 

Credibility 

Timeliness 
Additional questions to ask… 

 

 



http://www.innerbody.com 



http://www.innerbody.com 



http://nsdl.org 



Finding images in Google 



Saving your documents 

On Cabrillo laptop: 
Save document to 
Desktop.   
 
Email yourself and 
Attach the document 
(Word, PowerPoint…) 
Browsing for 
document is easy  on 
the Desktop. 
Send. 
 
Your work will 
disappear when you 
log off, so SAVE by 
emailing or use your 
own flash drive. 

You can save as an older 
version of Word, if that is 
what you have at home. 


